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Cornwallis
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 class in undisputed posssession of the land, and In a position
to exploit the labours of their tenants.
Cornwallis had to face external dangers in addition to
problems of internal administration, Tippoo of Mysore,
who had taken up the attack on the English after the death
of his father, again opened hostilities in 1789. With the
assistance of the Nizam and the Mahrattas, Cornwallis
repulsed the attack and forced Tippoo to make terms, taking
from him an indemnity of £3,000,000 and about one-third
of his territory, forming the western coastal district of My-
sore. This was annexed to the Bombay Presidency.
The Governorship of Lord Wellesley, the elder brother of
the future Duke of Wellington, had many important
events. During his period of office (1798-1805) the opposition
of France and the Mahratta Confederacy had again to be
met. The French Revolution was leading to widespread
foreign conquest, and Bonaparte was in Egypt, planning
his advance to the East. The Mahrattas, a group of Hindu
tribes, since the middle of the century had been rapidly
extending and consolidating their power and developing their
ambitions. But Wellesley was to prove himself the master
of both the French and the Mahrattas. In addition, he seems
to have had some vision of the establishing of the complete
power of the British Crown in India as the successor to the
authority of the Mogul Emperor. He came to India con-
vinced " that if the Company was to remain in India it
must become the paramount power,1'1 and this policy he
refused to abandon, though it was unpopular with the
Directors, and directly opposed to the policy of non-inter-
vention dictated by Pitt's Act of 1784.
In 1805 Wellesley freed the Mogul Emperor from the
control of the Mahrattas, and gave him a pension. In
a further war with Tippoo, Seringapatam was captured and
Tippoo slain: Mysore was divided between England and her
ally, the Nizam, the addition of English territory making
her lands continuous from the East to the West of the
Peninsula. In 1801, following the death of the Nawab
of th,e Carnatic, the civil and military administration of this
1 Ramsay-Muir, Making of Brit. India, p. 201.

